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Nagananda International Institute for Buddhist Studies
Faculty of Buddhist Studies
Bachelor of Arts (Special) in Buddhist Studies — English Medium
Second Year - Second Semester Examination

2026 January

Subject — Evolution of Early Buddhist Schools
Subject code - BUST 22183 Time: 3 hours

Answer only five (05) questions. 16 Marks for each Answers.

1. Critically examine the social, economic, and political conditions that influenced the
Buddhist schism following the Second Buddhist Council.

2. Elucidate, on the basis of Pali sources, how the Ten Un-vinayic Acts (Dasavatthu) of the
Vajjian monks became a decisive factor in the emergence of the Buddhist schism.

3. Discuss whether the attitudes toward the Arahant in post-Buddhist traditions are evident
in the Five Propositions (Paficavatthu) attributed to Venerable Mahadeva.

4. Analyze the agreements and disagreements in existing scholarly views on the Buddhist
schism, drawing on the perspectives of at least three scholars.

Or

Point out, with examples, how the Kathavatthu investigates heterodox views on karma.

5. Examine, with reference to the sources, the development and evolution of Sarvastivada
Abhidharma literature.

6. “The Sautrantika tradition presented its own philosophical views solely on the basis of the
Sutta literature” discuss.

7. Analyze, with examples, the ways in which the Mahasanghikas portrayed the Buddha as a
transcendent (lokottara) figure.

8. Write adequate notes on only two (02) of the topics listed below.

I.  Abhidharmakosa
II.  Mahinsasaka School

III.  Puggalavada Tradition
IV.  Nikaya Sangraha
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Nagananda International Institute for Buddhist Studies

Faculty of Buddhist Studies
Bachelor of Arts in Buddhist Studies — English Medium

2" Year - 2" Semester Examination - 2026

Subject: Buddhist Thought in Pali Nikayas
Subject Code: BUST 22193 Time: 3 Hrs.

e Answer five (05) questions.
e Only sixteen (16) marks for each answer.

Discuss the details on former Buddhas as depicted in the Pali Tipitaka.

. Explain the gradual steps of practicing the breathing meditation (Anapanasati).

Provide a sufficient account on four foundations of mindfulness with reference to the
Mahdsatipatthana-sutta of Digha-nikaya.

Make a study on various practices of absorptions (jhdana).

. Analyze the various types of explanations on teaching of dependent origination
(paticcasamuppada).

. Make a study on place for teaching on mind (citta) in sayings of Sutta-pitaka.

Evaluate the description on path leading to the nibbana with reference to the Ganakamoggallana-
sutta of Majjhima-nikaya.

Examine the various ways to obtain right view (sammaditthi) as depicted in the Sammaditthi-sutta

of Majjhima-nikaya.
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Nagananda International Institute for Buddhist Studies

Bachelor of Arts in Buddhist Studies Degree — 2025/2026
(English Medium)
Second Year — Second Semester Examination

Subject : Expansion of Buddhist Culture in Asia
Subject Code : BUST 22203 Time 3 Hour

e Answer only five (05) of the eight questions.

o Each question carries 16 marks.

1. Discuss the origin and historical evolution of Buddhism in India.

2. Investigate the factors that contributed to the successful expansion of Buddhism in regions
of Bharatha during the Buddha’s time.

3. Discuss how the Theravada tradition spread to foreign lands as a result of the Third
Buddhist Council.

4, Review the origin of Mahayana and dissemination of the Mahayana tradition in brief.

5. Describe the pre-Buddhist beliefs and forms of worship in Burma, and explain how

Buddhism was introduced there.

6. Examine the introduction of Buddhism to Thailand and the subsequent development of

Buddhist culture in the region.

7. Discuss the origin and expansion of Buddhist culture in Japan.

8. Illustrate, with examples, how Buddhism and Buddhist culture were introduced to Vietnam.

Hogesoskok
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Nagananda International Institute for Buddhist Studies

Faculty of Buddhist Studies
Bachelor of Arts in (Genaral) Buddhist Studies — English Medium

2" Year - 2" Semester Examination - 2026

Subject: Buddhist Rituals and Ceremonies
Subject Code: BUST 22223 Time: 3 Hrs.

0l.

02.

03.

04.

05.

06.

07.

08.

e Answer five (05) questions.
e Only sixteen (16) marks for each answer.

Introduce the pre-Buddhist rituals in Sri Lanka and discuss how the arrival of Arahant Mahinda
influenced them.

Elucidate the rituals performed during the “Bodhi Ptja” and analyze its significance in sociological
and psychological perspectives.

Explain the effectiveness of the religious rituals associated with funeral ceremony for both the living
beings and the deceased.

Describe the cultural and religious significance of monastic ceremonies such as Vassa, Pavarana,
and Kathina.

Investigate the contemporary practice and social role of Pirith Chanting in Sri Lanka.

Evaluate the Buddhist attitude towards dana (almsgiving) with relevant examples.

Point out the necessity of following ethical rules in the performance of Buddhist rituals and
ceremonies.

Introduce shanthikarma and investigate the contribution of them to the prevention and curing of

diseases.
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NAGANANDA INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR BUDDHIST STUDIES

EXAMINATION DIVISION
Bachelor of Arts (Special) in Buddhist Studies - English Medium

2" Year - 2" Semester Examination

2026

Subject . Syntactic and Semantic Studies on Abhidhamma Pitaka and Vinaya Pitaka

Subject Code : BUST 22243 Time : Tree (03) Hours

01.

02.

03.
04.

05.

06.

07.

08.

o Answer five (05) questions.
e Only sixteen (16) marks for each answer.

Provide an introduction to the fundamental components of linguistics, and introduce the place
of semantics, syntax, and speech acts within it.
Focusing attention on the content of the Vinaya and Abhidhamma Pitakas, provide an authentic
introduction to them.
Explain the importance of using antonymous words in understanding Buddhist teachings.
Examine the ability to clarify matters from the Vinaya and Abhidhamma Pitakas, through the
use of synonymous words.
Provide an authentic introduction to speech acts, and explain one (01) type of speech act with
examples.
Discuss the importance of studying semantics, syntax, and speech acts in the field of Buddhist
studies.
Choose two (02) terms from the following and conduct a semantic analysis using antonymous
words.

a. Samma b. Labha

c. Karupa d. Kusala-miila
Choose two (02) terms from the following and engage in a doctrinal semantic analysis using

synonymous words.

a. Apatti b. Kamma
c. Buddha d. Stla
* 3k Sk 3k ke
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Nagananda International Institute for Buddhist Studies

Faculty of Buddhist Studies
Bachelor of Arts (Hons / General) in Buddhist Studies Degree
2" year 2°¢ Semester Examination - 2025

Subject: Approach to Buddhist Sanskrit 11

Subject Code : BUSA 22021 | Time: 02 Hours

* Answer only four (04) questions, including at least one question from each section.

e 20 marks for each answer.
Section I

1. (a) Conjunct the words given below.

i. sura + asura ii. jita + indriya

iii. nila + utpala iv. iti + iha

v. iti + uktam vi. nara -+ indra

vii. nara + uttamah viii. candra + udayah
ix. sat + atra X. vak + arthah

2. (b) Disconnect the words given below.

i. jinendra ii. kaviti

jil. Buddheti iv. gajeti

v. usnodakam vi. madhviha
vii. devottama viil. siiryodayah
ix. patotra ' x. kassasthah

3. Introduce Samdasa and explain one of them.

4. Explain the contents of Sukhavativytha Sitrg, the primary text of the Pure Land

tradition.



5. Discuss the main teachings of Prajfidgparamitahrdaya Sutra.

6. Provide a sufficient description about Buddhacarita Mahakavya composed by

venerable Asvaghosa.
Section I¥

7. Translate into English the paragraph given below.

Tha $ariputra riipam $linyata $lnyataiva riipam ripanna prthakéunyata. Sinyataya na
prthagriipam  yadriipam sa $inyata yd $inyatd tadripam. Evameva

vedandsamjfiasamskaravififianani.

Tha $ariputra sarvadharmah $linyata laksana anutpanna aniruddha amald avimala nona
na paripurnah. Tasmacchariputra §linyatayam na ripam na vedand na samjfia na
na riipam na Sabdo na gandho na raso na sprastavya na dharmah na caksur na dhatur
yavanna mano vijiidnadhdtur na vidya navidya na vidyaksayo navidyaksayo.
Yavanna jard maranam na jardimaranaksayo na dukkho na samudayo na nirodho na
marga na jfianam na praptis tasmacchariputra apraptitvad bodhisatvanam
prajfidparamitamasritya viharatyacittavaranah cittavarananastitvadatrasto

viparyasatikranto nisthanirvanah trayad vyavasthitah

sarvabuddhah.Prajfidparamitdmasrityanuttaram samyaksambodhimabhisambuddhah.

(Prajiaparamitabrdaya Statram)
8. Translate into English the paragraph given below.

punaraparam $ariputra sukhavati lokadhatuh saptabhirvedikabhih saptabhistalapantibhih
kimkinpijalaisca samalamkrta samantatonupariksipta citra darSaniya caturnam ratnanam.
Tadyatha, suvarpasya riapyasya vaidiryasya sphatiksya. evamrapaih $ariputra

buddhaksetragupavythaih samalamkrtam tadbuddhaksetram.

Punaraparam $ariputra tatra Buddhaksetre nityapravaditani divyani toryani,
suvarpavarnd ca mahaprthivi ramaniya. Tatra ca Buddhaksetre triskytvo ratrau triskrtvo

divasasya puspavarsam pravarsati divyanam mandaravapuspanam. Tatra ye satva

'-F;!‘.‘w-



upapannaste  ekena  purobhaktena  kotisatasahasram  Buddhanam  vandanti
anyamllokadhatin ~ gatva. ekekam ca  tathagatarmn  kotidatasahasrabhih
puspavrstibhirabhyavakirya punarapi tdmeva lokadhitumagacchanti divaviharaya.
evamrupaih $ariputra buddhaksetragunavyihaih samalamkrtam tadbuddhaksetram.
(Sukhavativyiiha Statram)

9. . Translate into English.

i. asidvisalonnatasanulaksmya, payodapanktyeva paritaparSvam

udagradhisnyam gaganevagadham, puram maharseh kapilasya vastu.

ii. sitonnateneva nayena hrtva, kailasasailasya yadagrasobham

bhramadupetan vahadambuvihan, sambhavanam va saphalicakara.

iii. Ratnaprabhotbhasini yatra lebhe, tamo na daridramivavakasam

parardhyapauraih sahavasatosat, krtasmitevatiraraja laksmi.

iv. yadvedikatoranasimhakarpairratnairdadhanam prative$ma $obham

Jjagatyadrstveva samanamanyat spardham svagehairmitha eva cakre.

(Buddhacarita Mahakavyam)
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