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Nagananda International Institute for Buddhist Studies
Faculty of Buddhist Studies
Bachelor of Arts (Special) in Buddhist Studies — English Medium
Second Year - Second Semester Examination

2026 January

Subject — Studies on Buddhist Manuscripts and Inscriptions

Subject code - BUST 42443 Time: 3 hours

Answ‘er only five (05) questions. 16 Marks for each Answers.

1. Point out the specialities of handwriting in Sinhala manuscripts.
2. Make a study on Ola-leaf manuscript collections (catalogues) in Sri Lanka.

3. Transcribe the following passage in Sinhala script.

3y T AT FTEION A WITET AU TH. ST AT WiTaan Hig WEe, WG
o GRTU ST veaw PR, ewd P @ 9w sTeron rrawd Tagar:
AR W Maw, T FHON Tan S Rivor g5 deewd SiEd Ul g
i a1, Ty an, e a1 P, afdd oY iaw ada. 7 f§ wd e s
Rrot 9 Weeard SrSTa gt srgur TR T, uegsha an, s a1 fdfer. afig
Y e 7 graaarfd.

4. Examine the ideas presented regarding Dhamma propagation, state administration, and social
ethics based on the Ashokan inscriptions.
5. Provide adequate details about the economic, social, and religious information of ancient Sri
Lanka based on the Tonigala inscription.
6. Conduct a study on monastic administration in ancient Sri Lanka as evident through the
Mihintale slab inscriptions.
7. "Evidence that Buddhism declined in the latter part of the Anuradhapura period is evident
from the Abhayagiri Sanskrit inscription." Present your views on this matter.
8. Write short notes on only two (02) of the following topics:
i. Epigraphy
ii. Types of inscriptions
iii. Vallipuram gold plate

iv. Devanagala inscription
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Nagananda International Institute for Buddhist Studies

Faculty of Buddhist Studies
Bachelor of Arts (Hons) in Buddhist Studies Degree

4t year 2" Semester Examination — 2026

Subject: Chinese and Tibetan Buddhist Literature
Subject Code: BUST 42453 Time: 3 Hrs.

 Answer only five questions, including at least one question from each section.
¢ (16 marks for each answer)

Section I

1. Write an introductory essay on origin and development of Chinese Buddhism.

2. Analyze the following opening passages of the Chinese Buddhist texts.
(i) R K % = # R 38 B} Be B8 3B (Song tianzhh sanzang qit na ba tud 1ud yi)

B ER R REHBERAE+ - AEHAATREFSHAE=-BERREN
REZFEAER

(Ddngjin xido wii ji andi shi I6ng'an yudn nidn shiyl yué zhi ér nidn lih yuéle yd dong ting si ji bin s@anzang

qiitan séng jia tipd yi daozii bi shou)

(i) KERESMNo. 2SI BERBESORB(E=RAMKLF)

(Dazhéng cang di 08 c& No. 0251 Boré boludmi dud xinjing (tang sanzang fishi xuén zang yi)

v EMS8S8E+ t @FMRFEHREMBSHERESH
F6 shud chang @ han jing juin di shigt (hou qin hong shi nidn f6tu6 yé shé gong zhafinian yi)
3. Overview the Chinese translation of Sukhdvativyitha Sitra and explain the content of the siitra,
4. Introduce the Chinese translations of Prajiidpdaramitahrdaya Sitra and discuss its significance to
understand the concept of emptiness (Sinyata).
5. Provide introductory expressions on the following topics.
(i) Agama Sutra (F1& #8 )
(i) Kumarajiva (REERD
(ifi) Sanghadeva ({12 )

(iv) Xuen Chang (3 8)



Section H

6. Explain the story of introducing Buddhism into Tibet, with paying attention indigenous religious

traditions.
7. Appreciate Tibet’s contribution to the compilation and maintaining of Buddhist scriptures.

8. Discuss about the two topics of given below.

i.  Padmasambhava
ii. Kangyur and Tangyur
iti. Buton Rinchen Drup Thera

iv. Atisa Thera
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